102           FORTY-FIVE YEAB-S UNDER THE FLAG

fitted and supplied, at that early age,, considered with the suffer-
ing he endured to mark out ways around the globe, make his name
memorable in the history of the world's great men. In Spain's
service he gave his life, and Spain, in gratitude, has marked his
grave that his name and glory shall never die.

A month or six weeks were passed in this delightful winter
climate, which was most grateful to officers and men after their
hard service of two years' cruising on a station where the weather
is usually boisterous and the climate rarely refreshing, except
during the winter months in Japan. The Benicia returned to
Manila, and there fell in with the English flagship Iron Duke,
Vice-Admiral Shadwell, which was on the point of sailing for
Hong Kong. Two or three days later the Benicia got under way
for the same destination. After gaining the open sea a fresh
monsoon was found blowing from the northeast. The Benicia
took every advantage of it to make a quick passage over. On
arriving, the afternoon of the third day out, we were astonished
to find the Iron Duke had not yet reached Hong Kong. A few
hours later, however, she steamed in, and the admiral was quite
as much surprised to find the Benicia, which he had left at
Manila, already in port with yards square, boats out, and looking
as if she had been in port a week.

The American flagship Colorado, with Admiral Eodgers on
board, was fallen in with at Hong Kong, and with him the
Benicia spent the 22d of February. All manner of aquatic sports
were in order that day among the American residents who thus
observed this national holiday. The admiral's barge, built by Hip-
penstall, at the New York Navy-Yard and named the Daring,
was an especially fine model, and of wonderful speed under oars.
She was entered with all comers, without exception, for the races
of this day. She had won such fame in her races with all classes
of boats on the station, that, on this occasion, she had to contest
with shell-boats over a mile and a half course. As she had done
in all other races, she now distanced the shell-boats, which left
her without a peer. How much money her crew won on this
occasion is not recalled beyond the fact that it was a goodly sum.

In March, the Benicia was directed to visit the ports on the
coast of China as far as Shanghai, touching at Foo Chow to carry
our Consul General Legender to Formosa, if he should desire tot. Under this arrangement no point of inter-nant Co. K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
